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A joint strategic meeting on effective organizing drive for ship breaking industry in Bangladesh was organized at Hotel Agrabad in
Chittagong on 18 - 19 June 2014. The aim of this strategic meeting was to discuss regarding the evaluation report and plan on how
to create an organizing force effectively through the strong cooperation among different organizations, especially among BILS,

OSHE and IndustriAll.

The opening session, chaired by Mrs. Saki Rezwana, Chairperson, OSHE had been begun with the words of the representatives
of FNV, IndustriAll, LO-FTF, OSHE and BILS while Mr. Nazrul Islam Khan, Chairman, IBC joined as Chief Guest. Besides, Ms.
Wilma Roos, Policy Officer (FNV), Regional Consultant of FNV- Mr. Prabhu Rajendran, Mr. Jacob Plat (FNV), Mr. Abu Eusuf Mollah
(coordinator of Bangladesh, InsudtriAll Global Union), Mr. Md. Abu Taher Khan, Coordinator Metal Sector, IBC, Mr. Mohammad Ali,
General Secretary, Rising Steel Ship Yard, BMF, Mr. Tajul Islam, General Secretary, 7B Sromik Union, BMF, Mr. Md. Nurul Absar,
GS, Ctg. Dist. BMSF, Mr. Kazi Altaf Hosain, BML, Chairperson of OSHE, Mrs. Saki Rezwana, Mr. AR Chowdhury Repon, Executive
Director, OSHE, Mr. Md. Omar Faruq, Program Manager, OSHE, Mr. Md. Safor Ali, President, JahazBhanga Trade Union Forum,
Mr. K M Shahidullah, President, Jahaz Bhanga Silpa Protishthan Sromik Union, Mr. Rizwanur Rahman Khan, Joint General
Secretary, BFTUC, Mr. A.M. Nazim Uddin, Secretary-BILS Executive Committee, Mr. Safar Ali, Member-BILS Executive Committee
and Mr. Pahari Bhattacharjee, Center Coordinator, BILS OHS Information & Training House-Sitakundo, Chittagong were also
present. (See Page 02)

FNV Team visits OSHE Projects | o\

The Secretary General of FNV, Mr. Ton | B2 ()45 Mlah

~ Heerts along with his 9-member visiting Ll
team visited Bangladesh from 14 June to | A WaSte I
20 June 2014. During this time, they R rce .
w indeed visited their different collaborating oY

organizations’ projects. Worker

8 The members of visiting team were Mr.

Ton Heerts, Mr. Ron van Baden, Mr. Jacob

Plat, Femke Van Zijst, Wouter van Bergen, Mr. MehmetUlcer and Ms. Astrid van Unen.

Besides, Ms. Wilma Roose, Policy Officer of FNV and Regional Consultant of FNV, Mr.
Prabhu Rajendran supported the visiting team.

(See Page 02)




Joint Strategic Meeting on Effective Organizing Drive
for Ship Breaking Industry in Bangladesh

(After Page 01)

In the session, OSHE/FNV, IndustriAll/FNV and BILS/LO-FTF projects evaluation reports were presented. Then a question and
answer session was placed.

Afterwards, a short documentary on Overview of the Ship Breaking Industry in Bangladesh was screened in the program. Dr.
Abdullah Al Faruque, Professor & Dean, Dept. of Law, CU delivered a rich presentation on the Present Context and Challenges
of Ship Breaking Industry in Bangladesh with a nice question and answer session.

The first day was concluded through the discussion of ways of working together (FNV, IndustriAll, LO-FTF, OSHE & BILS).

The second day, planning session was opened with a brief summary of the first day of Joint Strategic Meeting on Effective
Organizing Drive for Ship Breaking Industry in Bangladesh which included the reflection of participants on the project
evaluation. Then the session was followed and continued by the Assistant Executive Director of BILS, Mr. Sayed Sultan Uddin
Ahmmed. The aims of planning session were to frame objectives (immediate and longtime objectives) and to prioritize the issues
and strategies for working together at field and national level.

Moreover, at the end of the day, Mr. Ahmmed tried to figure out the outcomes of the session. And in concluding remark, Ms. Wilma
Roos, Policy Officer (FNV) said, when the organizations start working, they could make a paper adding all the strategies so that
there is no duplication of the same work. She also stated, | am really impressed and thankful for the input and hard work made by
people during these two days of sessions.

FNV Team visits OSHE Projects Laiys Miah - A Waste Resource Worker




Workshop for Waste Pickers on the
means of Organizing the Unorganized

Distribution of Safety Materials, Pure Drinking Water
Vessel and Mobile Toilet among Waste Resource Workers

Two-day long workshop on the Means of Organizing the
Unorganized was held on 01 and 02 June, 2014 at OSHE
Training and Welfare Centre, Matuail in Dhaka. The objectives
of the workshop were to sensitize the waste pickers about their
health & safety issues, to promote leadership among waste
pickers at local and national level and also to introduce the
effective ways of organizing the unorganized. The total of 22
waste pickers; 15 females and 07 males participated in the
workshop.

Mrs. China Rahman of BFTUC, Mrs. Farida Khanam, National
Coordinator, LIE, Mr. Omar Faruk, Program Manager of OSHE
and Mr. Md. Asaduzzaman, Assistant Director, BRDB joined
the workshop as trainers.

In the workshop, some recommendations had come from the
participants. They expressed their sincere eagerness to build
up cooperative societies in the community. Moreover, the
participants highlighted on how they have been playing their
roles in workplace and society through their knowledge.

The participated waste pickers expressed also their wish to
work together to look for substitute workplaces, recognition as
worker and other networks through establishing cooperative
societies.

Health Camp for
Waste Resource Workers

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment
Foundation (OSHE) distributed Safety Materials, Pure Drinking
Water Vessel and a mobile toilet among the waste resource
workers of Matuail Sanitary Landfill of Dhaka South City
Corporation, Dhaka on May 24, 2014. Mr. Abdullah Harun,
Assistant Engineer of Waste Management Department of
Dhaka South City Corporation and site manager of Matuail
Sanitary Lanfill joined the program as chief guest. Moreover,
Program Manager of OSHE, Mr. Omar Faruk was also present.

Mr. Harun focused on the importance of usage of personal
safety materials and motivated the workers to use these
materials. Afterwards, he handed over the keys of water vessel
and mobile toilet to the leader of Shawnirbhar group, Mr. Md.
Hakim and distributed personal safety materials among waste
resource workers.

OSHE has been undertaking a project named, “Promotion of
Rights and Social Protection of the Waste Pickers in
Bangladesh” with the help of FNV Netherlands since 2012
aimed at addressing the occupational health and safety issues
of this disregarded part of our society. OSHE distributed the
safety materials among about 500 workers till this time. They
are - 1. Cap 2. Hand gloves 3. Sun glass 4. Musk 5. Apron 6.
Safety boot 7. Safety jacket 8. Sock 9. Water bottle 10. Steel
Stick and 11. Bag.

Waste resource workers wusually work in the dirtiest
environment. They do the most hazardous work. But it is a
matter of regret that waste pickers are not yet recognized as
workers in our country. Major and minor injuries are the
common phenomena for them. Furthermore, they are not
concerned about their health and safety issues.

In the circumstances, Bangladesh Occupational safety Health
and environment foundation (OSHE) organized a special
health camp on May 30, 2014 at the Matuail Sanitary Landfill in
Dhaka for this underprivileged segment of our workforce.

The objectives of the health camp were to provide basic
medical health care, to aware workers about their health and
hygiene and to ensure health services at the doors of workers.

(See Page 04)




“Weekly Study Circle” - Sensitization Program for Waste Resource Workers

Two-hour long seven study circles were held on 04, 14, 20 and 25 May & 11, 18 and
24 June, 2014 at OSHE Training and Welfare Centre, Matuail in Dhaka. A total of
108 waste pickers; 74 females and 24 males participated in these Study Circles.

The objectives of these Study Circles were to sensitize the waste resource workers
about their health & safety issues, HIV/AIDS and the effective ways of organizing

the unorganized.

Each Study Circle had 2 sessions. The first session focused on the occupational
health & safety, identification of core health problems of waste pickers and
HIV/AIDS which was conducted by Mrs. Arifa As Alam, Program Officer, LIE.

Moreover, the second session mainly focused on the means of organizing the unorganized and that was facilitated by Mrs. China

Rahman.

All participants took part in the program actively through sharing their knowledge and views.

Milad Mahfil
(Special Prayer for Waste Resource Workers)

A Milad Mahfil (Special Prayer) was organized by the waste
resource workers of landfill on May 22, 2014, Thursday at the
platform no. 05 of Matuail Sanitary Landfill with the support of
OSHE Foundation and Dhaka South City Corporation.

The waste resource workers from all levels of landfill along
with their families took part in this special prayer. Besides, Mr.
Taherul Islam, PO, OSHE and APO, Mr. Md. Sajjad Kabir also
joined the program.

Health Camp for

Waste Resource Workers
(After Page 03)

Dr. Sadia Sabnam, General Health practitioner provided
treatment with the waste resource workers. The total of 47
workers received the treatment. Of these 47 workers, 37 were
women, 07 were men, 02 were child worker and the rest 01 was
a child of a waste picker. They were 05 to 65 years old. Dr.
Sabnam showed the workers how to prepare saline for getting
rid of dehydration. Most came with back pain, headache,
shoulder pain, skin problem, minor injuries, disease of eyes and
other physical weakness.

In the program, Dr. S. M. Morshed, Vice Chairperson of OSHE
and Mr. Omar Faruk, Program Manager of OSHE joined.

Waste resource workers thanked OSHE for arranging this
event. They presented some demands. The leaders of
Shawnirbhar group, Mr. Md. Shah Alam and Mr. Farkan stated,
this kind of health camp is surely necessary for them. They
demanded for arranging this health camp once a month.

As per the prescription, free medicines were distributed among
the beneficiaries.

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health
& Enviroment Foundation (OSHE)

Promote human rights of Workers, decent
work & sustainable development

Ship breaking is one of the most hazardous sectors in the
world. Major and minor injuries are the common phenomena in
this sector. Besides, different types of deadly substances like
cadmium also exist in this sector. From the very beginning,
workers are manually handling these substances. As a result,
workers of ship breaking sector always suffer from various
diseases.

In the circumstances, Bangladesh Occupational safety Health
and environment foundation (OSHE) organized 07 in-doors
camps on May 02, 09, 16, 23 & 30 and June 06 & 20, 2014 at
OSHE Training and Welfare Centre Vatiary, Sitakunda,
Chittagong and 16 out-door camps on May 05, 07, 12, 14, 19,
21, 26 & 28 and June 02, 04, 09, 11, 16, 18, 23 & 25, 2014 at
Kadamrasul Government Primary School, Baroaulia
Government Primary School, Madambibirhat and Kumira
Government Primary School in Chittagong.

The objectives of the health camp were to provide basic
medical health care, to aware workers about their health and
hygiene and to ensure health services at the doors of workers.

Dr. Topon Kumar Nath, General Health practitioner provided
the ship breaking workers with treatment. The total of 100
workers received the treatment.

As per the prescription, free medicines were distributed
among the beneficiaries.

44F/6, West Panthapath (4th Floor) Dhaka-1215, Tel : +88-02-04477700080,
9139079, Fax :+88-02 9141754, E-mail : oshe@agni.com

visit : www.oshebd.org




